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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 


and happiness. 


Oath Keepers militia trial tests 
prosecutors in U.S. Capitol 


riot cases 

The trial of Stewart Rhodes, 
the founder of the far-right Oath Keepers 
militia, is set to begin next week in what 
could be the biggest test for the U.S. 
Justice Department in its quest to hold 
former President Donald Trump's 
supporters accountable for their Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. 

Rhodes and four others are the 
first defendants in more than 10 years to 
face federal charges of seditious 
conspiracy under a Civil War-era statute 
that carries a maximum sentence of 20 
years in prison. The Oath Keepers is an 
anti-government militia whose 
membership includes current and 
former U.S. military and law 
enforcement personnel. Rhodes, a 
former Army paratrooper and Yale 
University-educated lawyer, founded 
the group in 2009. 

Seditious conspiracy is defined 
as two or more people plotting "to 
overthrow, put down or to destroy by 
force the government of the United 
States." 

Prosecutors have said the five 
defendants trained and planned for Jan. 
6 and stockpiled weapons at a hotel 
outside the capital. As lawmakers met 
on Jan. 6 to certify Biden's election 
victory, some Oath Keepers stormed 
into the Capitol building, clad in 
paramilitary gear. They are not accused 
of carrying firearms onto Capitol 
grounds. 

The Justice Department's last 
attempt to prosecute a_ seditious 
conspiracy case was in 2010, when it 
failed to convict a Michigan militia called 
the Hutaree, ruling that the defendants' 
anti-government rhetoric was 
insufficient to prove they planned to act 
on their views. 


-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


To prove the charge, Brandon 
Fox, a former federal prosecutor, said 
prosecutors must show that the 
defendants not only spoke about using 
force against the government but that 
they also took steps to execute their 
plans. 

The last time the government 
won convictions in a_ seditious 
conspiracy case was in 1995, when a 
jury convicted Muslim cleric Omar 
Abdel-Rahman - known as the "Blind 
Sheikh" - and his co-conspirators in 
connection with the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. 

What helped the government 
win that case, according to former lead 
prosecutor Andrew McCarthy, were the 
defendants’ statements on waging war 
against America. 

"There was no way that they 
could argue that somebody in the U.S. 
government put them up to it," McCarthy 
said, unlike in the Oath Keepers case in 
which militia members have said Trump 
summoned them to prevent the election 
from being "stolen." 

A ruling made by U.S. District 
Judge Amit Mehta will restrict the Oath 
Keepers defendants from trying to lay 
any blame for their actions on Trump. 
Mehta barred them from using a "public 
authority" defense, meaning they cannot 
claim they relied on Trump's orders to 
break the law because he had no 
authority to call them to action on Jan. 6. 

The judge is still deciding 
whether some of the defendants will be 
permitted to argue that there was no 
conspiracy because they were waiting 
for Trump to give them lawful authority 
to use force under the Insurrection Act, 
a law that empowers the president to 
deploy the military to suppress civil 
disorder. -- Reuters Sept. 30, 2022 


FBI agent who probed Oath Keepers’ 
role in Jan. 6 Capitol riot to testify in 
trial 

FBI Special Agent Byron Cody 
will testify in the trial of the founder of the 
anti-government Oath Keepers accused 
of plotting to use force on Jan. 6, 2021, 
to stop Congress from certifying 
President Joe Biden's election victory. 

Cody will testify about a series 
of inflammatory texts, speeches and 
online posts by Oath Keepers founder 
Stewart Rhodes. 

In those messages, Rhodes 
spoke about the potential for a "bloody" 
war and told followers that they needed 
to take matters into their own hands if 
former President Donald Trump failed to 
invoke the Insurrection Act, a 19th 
century U.S. law that empowers 
presidents to deploy troops to quell civil 
unrest. 

Rhodes and his four co- 
defendants are accused of conspiring to 
try to keep Trump in power after he had 
lost the 2020 election. 

Five people died during and 
shortly after the Capitol riot on Jan.6 and 
about 140 police officers were injured. 

Prosecutors have said the 
Oath Keepers organized a "quick 
reaction force" of armed members who 
were kept on standby in Virginia in case 
they were called upon to bring firearms 
into Washington. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
call Ernest Hancock, an Arizona-based 
podcaster. 

According to court filings, 
Hancock interviewed Edward Vallejo, an 
Oath Keeper and alleged co-conspirator 
who goes on trial in November and who 
is accused of helping coordinate the 
quick reaction. 

Vallejo told Hancock that if 
Congress certified Biden's election, then 


"that’s going to be the declaration of a 
guerilla war.” 

Attorneys for the defendants 
have said the evidence will show they 
did nothing illegal and that the Oath 
Keepers are a peacekeeping group that 
has done security work at events around 
the country to protect speakers at 
political rallies. 

— Reuters October 11, 2022 


In the Ukraine war, a shadowy 
key player emerges: Russia's 
private army of mercenaries 

As Russia _ suffers one 
devastating military setback after 
another in Ukraine, a key player in the 
conflict is stepping out of the shadows: 
the private army known as the Wagner 
Group. 

Wagner mercenaries — who 
first emerged during Russia’s 2014 
conquest of Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula — have taken part in some of 
the most consequential battles of the 7- 
month-old war, according to Western 
military analysts. 

Now, at a potentially fateful 
juncture in the fighting, experts say 
Russia is likely to become even more 
dependent on the private army, which 
has been implicated in human rights 
abuses in Ukraine as well as other 
conflict zones, including Syria, Libya, 
Mali and Central African Republic. 

The group's _ self-declared 
chieftain, oligarch Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
only last month publicly claimed to be 
the head of what is formally called PMC 
Wagner, for private military company 

Prigozhin’s claim came on the 
heels of a video, widely shared online, 
which showed him at a Russian prison 
recruiting inmates to fight in Ukraine. 

Previously, convicted rapists 
and murderers were not accepted as 
volunteers, but according to the group 
Russia Behind Bars, which works to 
support prisoners’ families, Wagner is 
throwing open its doors to anyone willing 
to risk service on the front lines. 

Wagner is not the only 
paramilitary group that is operating ina 
legal gray zone in Ukraine. Another, 
called Redut, allegedly has close links to 
the Russian forces and the Ministry of 
Defense. According to the Russian- 
language news_ portal Meduza, 
reconnaissance by Redut mercenaries 
in the Donbas_ region laid the 
groundwork for the push into Ukraine in 
the morning hours of Feb. 24. 

While Wagner mercenaries 
may be more efficient fighters than 
regular troops, their numbers are not 
great enough to be a game-changer 
militarily, according to experts. Also, 


several thousand Wagner fighters are 
thought to have been killed in Ukraine. 

The prison-recruitment drive, 
human rights activists said, 
demonstrates Wagner's ruthless quest 
for fodder at a time when front-line duty 
has become even more dangerous. 

Berlin-based activist Olga 
Romanova, who founded Russia Behind 
Bars, said her organization has tracked 
approximately 11,000 inmates who 
joined Wagner, of whom 7,500 are 
believed to have been deployed to 
Ukraine. 

The paramilitary group 
promises they will be freed after six 
months of service, but Romanova said 
her organization hadn’t learned of 
anyone who was recruited long ago 
enough to reach that benchmark. 

In the recruitment video, 
Prigozhin makes it chillingly clear that 
once inducted into the Wagner ranks, 
there was no going back. 

“If you arrive in Ukraine and 
decide it’s not for you,” he is heard 
telling prisoners, “we will execute you.” 

-- Los Angeles Times Oct. 5, 2022 


Gaige Grosskreutz, the man 
who survived being shot by 
Kyle Rittenhouse in Kenosha, 
wants to change his legal 


name 

It's been two years since Gaige 
Grosskreutz became linked to the 
deadly actions of one-time homicide 
suspect Kyle Rittenhouse, and he says 
he can't shake them. 

This week, Grosskreutz filed a 
secret petition to change his legal name 
— that was quickly reported by a 
conservative news outlet, prompting his 
call for a leak investigation by the 
Milwaukee County Clerk of Circuit 
Court. 

Grosskreutz, 29, of West Allis, 
was shot in the arm by Rittenhouse in 
Kenosha on Aug. 25, 2020, minutes 
after Rittenhouse fatally shot two other 
men with the same AR-15-style rifle. 
The violence came on the third night of 
protests, looting and arson that followed 
the police shooting of Jacob Blake Jr. 

Rittenhouse was charged with 
two homicide counts and the reckless 
injury of Grosskreutz, who testified at 
Rittenhouse's trial in November 2021. 

But when the gun jammed and 
Rittenhouse re-racked the weapon, 
Grosskreutz decided to jump on 
Rittenhouse, rather than shoot him with 
Grosskreutz's own handgun, which he 
was holding. 

Grosskreuiz, a trained 
paramedic, said he had come to 


Kenosha to provide assistance to 
demonstrators. 

The jury acquitted Rittenhouse 
of all charges after he shot all three men 
in self-defense. 

Online court records show a 
"confidential name change" was filed 
under seal by Grosskreutz on Tuesday. 
It was first reported by Kenosha County 
Eye. 

Grosskreutz's attorney, 
Kimberly Motley, complained someone 
must have leaked its existence to 
Kenosha County Eye, the outlet run by 
Kevin Mathewson, himself a one-time 
key figure in the Kenosha unrest. 

Mathewson, a former Kenosha 
alderman, called for armed people to 
come and defend the city in a post toa 
Facebook account. 

"Yes, after two years of death 
threats from right wing lunatics | made 
the difficult decision to change my name 
for the protection of me and my family," 
Grosskreutz said in a statement made 
through his lawyer. 

"| was told that my filing was 
confidential. | demand that the court 
investigate how this was leaked to 
ensure that those seeking protection in 
the future receive the protection to which 
they are entitled," Grosskreutz's 
statement said. 

Clerk of Courts George 
Christenson said he has begun looking 
into the matter. 

Wisconsin law allows anyone 
to ask that such a change not require the 
usual publication notice, and avoid 
having the case appear in the state's 
online court records system, so long as 
"he or she is not seeking a name change 
in order to avoid a debt or conceal a 
criminal record." 

Grosskreutz was convicted of 
carrying a gun while intoxicated in 2016, 
a misdemeanor. 

In 2021, Grosskreutz was 
charged with second-offense drunken 
driving, a charge later dismissed by 
prosecutors. -- Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel September 30, 2022 


The Science of Social 
Engineering 

"We are governed, our minds 
are molded, our tastes formed, our ideas 
suggested, largely by men we have 
never heard of.” — Edward Bernays 

Social engineering is the 
intentional use of propaganda and other 
manipulative techniques to influence 
public attitudes and behavior on a mass 
scale with the goal of arriving at 
whatever outcomes have been specified 
by the social engineers. 


Because technocracy 
originally labeled itself as the “science of 
social engineering,” we should not be 
surprised that today’s technocrats and 
their allies are still practicing this dark 
skill for the purpose of achieving their 
own ends. 

During the pandemic, the world 
has been overtaken by these social 
engineers, who seem to slither out of the 
woodwork. Their carefully constructed 
propaganda, spewed nonstop all day, 
every day, has convinced many millions 
of frightened people to wear face masks, 
practice social distancing, stay locked in 
their homes, shut down _ their 
businesses, close schools, and, finally, 
obediently submit to being injected with 
FDA-unapproved, experimental mRNA 
shots. 

How could this have 
happened? Has the world gone mad? 
Let’s examine. 

In the 1930s, early technocrat 
dreams of social engineering were 
emerging. Foundational research had 
already been conducted by Ivan Pavlov 
(1849-1936), a Russian neurologist and 
physiologist who was determined to 
unravel the cause of human behavior. 
His experiments on dogs’ drooling 
response to the sight of food enabled 
him to develop his well-known theory of 
classical conditioning. He found that a 
dog can be conditioned to salivate upon 
simply seeing a food dish, even if there’s 
no food in it. Another of Pavlov’s 
experiments resulted in dogs drooling 
whenever their dog-feeder walked into 
the room. 

Does the theory of classical 
conditioning apply to humans, too? Of 
course, and it works like this: If a dad 
always dons a certain ball cap just 
before taking his child to the park to 
play, eventually the child will anticipate 
playtime whenever Dad wears the same 
cap, no matter what the setting or 
circumstance. 

American psychologist and 
behaviorist B. F. Skinner (1904-1990) 
came on the scene a bit later than 
Pavlov. Skinner promoted the idea that 
human nature is mostly a product of a 
person’s environment. But he also 
contended that human nature follows 
certain laws that, if discovered, could be 
used for the purpose of manipulation 
and control. In experiments using rats, 
he developed theories of positive and 
negative reinforcement, as well as 
outright punishment, to control behavior. 
Skinner's theories about rodents 
jumped the track to humans when he 
realized that “the species of the 
organism has made surprisingly little 
difference.” His 1948 book, Walden 
Two, described a utopia in which the 


free will of the human spirit or soul is 
rejected and systematic altering of 
environmental variables controls all 
human behavior. 

Both Skinner and Pavlov held 
to a mechanistic world view. They 
attempted to understand human 
behavior through a process of scientific 
study. Humans, they reasoned, are 
accidental beings that have progressed 
according to Darwin’s theories on the 
survival of the fittest. Their mechanistic 
philosophy fit perfectly with the mindset 
of early technocrats and ended up as a 
major theme of the Technocracy Study 
Course that was published in 1934. 

The danger in this type of 
thinking is that it reduces humans to 
having no free will and no spirit or soul 
that will help them to make moral and 
ethical life choices. Instead, external 
conditions and stimuli are necessary to 
produce better behavior. Of course, 
technocrats reasoned that they could 
apply their “science of _ social 
engineering” to do just that...-- From 
Chapter 7, The Science of Social 
Engineering by Patrick Wood 


U.S. Supreme Court rejects 
challenge to ban on gun 


‘bump stocks’ 

The Supreme Court = on 
Monday declined to hear a challenge to 
a federal ban on devices called "bump 
stocks" that enable semi-automatic 
weapons to fire like a machine gun. 

The justices turned away 
appeals by Utah gun lobbyist Clark 
Aposhian and firearms rights groups of 
lower court rulings upholding the ban as 
a reasonable interpretation of a federal 
law prohibiting machine gun 
possession. 

At issue was action by former 
President Donald Trump whose 
administration reclassified bump stocks 
as prohibited machine guns under U.S. 
law in 2019. 

Bump stocks use a gun's recoil 
to bump its trigger, enabling a 
semiautomatic weapon to fire hundreds 
of rounds per minute to let it shoot like a 
machine gun. Trump pledged to ban 
them soon after a gunman _ used 
semiautomatic weapons outfitted with 
bump stock devices in a shooting spree 
that killed 58 people at a country music 
festival in Las Vegas in 2017. 

Following the massacre, the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives reversed a previous 
conclusion and classified bump stocks 
as forbidden under a 1934 U.S. law 
called the National Firearms Act 
enacted in response to the gangster 
violence of that era. Trump also directed 


the Justice Department to issue a rule to 
ban bump stocks. 

The ban on bump stocks, putin 
place without congressional action, 
required owners to turn in or destroy the 
attachments, with those caught in 
possession of bump stocks facing up to 
10 years in prison. 

Aposhian, the chairman of the 
Utah Shooting Sports Council, 
according to its website, sued to halt the 
ban in 2019, challenging the ATF's 
authority in reclassifying bump stocks as 
forbidden machine guns. After a federal 
judge refused to grant him an injunction, 
Aposhian surrendered his bump stock, 
pending the outcome of the litigation. 

The Denver-based 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 2020 upheld 
the ban. 

Separately, gun owner 
advocacy groups including Gun Owners 
of America, sued in federal court in 
Michigan to block the bump stock ban 
from taking effect. The Cincinnati-based 
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 2021 
upheld the ban. 

The appeals to the Supreme 
Court argue that the lower courts 
impermissibly deferred to the ATF's 
actions. 

The Supreme Court in 2019 
declined to block the ban from going into 
effect—Reuters October 3, 2022 

Ed.: The opening section of the 
Constitution (Article 1, Section 1) states: 
“All legislative Powers herein granted 
shall be invested in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives.” 

The ATF, a branch of the 
executive department, has no 
constitutional authority to assume 
“legislative Powers” by making 
unconstitutional rules such as the rule 
banning bump stocks. 

The AFT is far from being the 
only offender. All executive branch rule- 
making agencies - aka the Swamp - 
from the CDC, FDA and IRS to the EPA 
and dozens more issue unconstitutional 
rulings that have the force of law. 

--Reuters October 3, 2022 


Alex Jones declines to put on 


a defense in defamation trial 

Conspiracy theorist Alex Jones 
decided not present any defense 
Wednesday at his defamation trial in 
Connecticut and was back in Texas over 
how much he should pay for promoting 
the lie that the 2012 Sandy Hook school 
shooting was a hoax. 

The jury of three men and three 
women is being asked to decide how 
much Jones should give the families of 
eight victims and an FBI agent who all 


testified they have spent almost a 
decade being targets of harassment by 
those who believe the shooting didn't 
happen and that they are “crisis actors.” 

During the trial, the FBI agent 
and 14 family members testified that 
after Jones pushed the conspiracy 
theory on his popular Infowars show, 
they received death and rape threats, 
mail from conspiracy theorists that 
included photos of dead children, and 
had in-person confrontations with 
people telling them their children or 
wives or mothers never existed. 

Mark and Jackie Barden, 
whose 77-year-old son was_ killed, 
testified that people had urinated on 
their son's grave and threatened to dig it 
up to prove he was still alive. 

Relatives said the harassment 
has not stopped in the nearly 10 years 
since the shooting. 

Jones in recent years has 
acknowledged the shooting happened, 
but claims the families are being used to 
push a gun control and anti-free speech 
agenda. 

In a similar trial last month in 
Austin, Texas, a jury ordered him to pay 
nearly $50 million in damages to the 
parents of one of the children killed in 
the shooting. A third trial in Texas 
involving two other parents is expected 
to begin near the end of the year. 

Jones has said he expects the 
cases to be tied up in appeals for the 
next two years and has asked his 
audience to help him raise $500,000 to 
pay for his legal expenses. -- AP 
October 5, 2022 

Right-wing conspiracy theorist 
Alex Jones must pay at least $965 
million in damages to numerous families 
of victims of the 2012 Sandy Hook mass 
shooting for falsely claiming they were 
actors who faked the tragedy, a 
Connecticut jury said on Wednesday. 

The verdict far outstripped the 
$49 million Jones was ordered to pay in 
August by a Texas jury in a similar case. 
The Connecticut verdict applies to both 
Jones and his company, Free Speech 
Systems LLC, the owner of Jones' 
Infowars website. FSS _ filed for 
bankruptcy in July. 

Jurors said the plaintiffs should 
also be awarded attorney's fees, which 
are set to be determined in November. 
Jones vowed to appeal and said his 
company's ongoing bankruptcy will 
protect Infowars in the meantime. 

Infowars' finances are not 
public, but according to trial testimony 
the site brought in revenue of $165 
million between 2016 and 2018. An 
economist in the Texas case estimated 


that Jones is personally worth between 
$135 million and $270 million. 

FSS's bankruptcy will limit the 
total money available to Sandy Hook 
families, but they could seek other 
assets from Jones if a judge rules his 
company deliberately harmed them, 
according to Brian Kabateck, a plaintiffs’ 
attorney. — Reuters October 13, 2022 


BLM Rioter Who Murdered 
Retired St. Louis Police 
Captain Sentenced to Life in 


Prison without Parole 

The 26-year-old man convicted 
of killing retired St. Louis Police Captain 
David Dorn was sentenced to life in 
prison without parole on Wednesday. 

Stephan Cannon was 
convicted of fatally shooting Dorn in 
June 2020 when the 77-year-old was 
responding to a burglary alarm at a 
friend’s pawn shop during a night of 
Black Lives Matter rioting. 

Cannon was convicted of first- 
degree murder, first-degree robbery, 
first-degree burglary, stealing $750 or 
more, unlawful possession of a firearm, 
and three counts of armed criminal 
action. 

His death was live-streamed 
on Facebook Live. During the 13- 
minute-long video that circulated online, 
a young man can be heard saying, “Oh 
my God, cuz ... They just killed this old 
man at the pawn shop over some TVs 

c'mon, man, that’s somebody’s 
granddaddy.” 

Public defender Brian 
Horneyer argued that police had “tunnel 
vision” in accusing Cannon and 
suggested detectives relied on co- 
defendant Mark Jackson as their main 
witness despite Jackson being “a man 
who lies as easily as he breathes.” 

Cannon continued to maintain 
his innocence during the sentencing 
hearing on Wednesday, KSDK reported. 

Then-St. Louis police Chief 
John Hayden previously described the 
night of Dorn’s death as “mayhem.” 

Four police officers were shot, 
55 businesses were attacked, and a 
convenience store was set on fire. It was 
just one of countless nights of rioting 
that gripped nearly every § major 
American city after George Floyd was 
murdered by a Minneapolis police 
officer. -- National Review Oct. 5, 2022 


Arizona Fake Elector Kelli 
Ward Took The Fifth In Jan. 6 
Committee Deposition 

A lawyer for the House select 
committee investigating the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol said 


Tuesday that Kelli Ward, the chair of 
Arizona’s Republican Party who posed 
as a fake elector for former President 
Donald Trump, “declined to answer on 
every substantive question and 
asserted her rights under the Fifth 
Amendment,” lawyer Eric Columbus told 
a judge regarding Ward’s efforts to stop 
the committee from accessing her 
phone records, according to Politico. 

Ward was one of Six 
individuals subpoenaed by the Jan. 6 
panel for their involvement in the fake 
electors scheme Trump and his allies 
devised to overturn election results in 
key battleground states won by now- 
President Joe Biden in 2020. 

Ward, who works as a doctor, 
appealed to block the release of her call 
logs and text messages on the grounds 
that T-Mobile turning over the records to 
the committee would violate the privacy 
of her patients. 

The subpoena cited reports 
that Ward pressured an Arizona state 
election official to “stop the counting” 
and was in contact with Trump’s 
campaign to discuss _ election- 
certification concerns. Ward also 
pushed baseless allegations of voter 
fraud and falsely accused voting 
machine company Dominion — of 
meddling in the election. 

Laurin Mills, Ward’s lawyer, 
told the judge this week that the 
subpoena was “designed to discourage 
political discourse,” according to the 
Arizona Republic. 

But Columbus argued that 
Ward’s records were important in 
helping piece together how the 
insurrection came about. 

Ward and Arizona state Sen. 
Kelly Townsend (R) were reportedly 
worried the fake electors scheme was 
“treasonous,” according to emails 
obtained by The New York Times. 

As a result of Hurricane lan, 
the Jan. 6 committee has yet to 
announce a new _ date. -- 
www.huffpost.com October 6, 2022 


Black Women Represent 
Growing Share of US Gun 


Owners 

While White men still represent 
the largest group of gun owners in the 
US, women, and specifically Black 
women, represent a growing share of 
the market. The uncertainty brought on 
by the pandemic along with the social 
upheaval that came with the police 
killings of Breonna Taylor and George 
Floyd in 2020, helped spur many of the 
firearms purchases. 

Women who _ experience 
intimate partner violence are also 


among those showing interest in gun 
ownership, said Akeithea Bost, an 
Atlanta-area firearms instructor who 
works with the National African 
American Gun Association. 

NAAGA, which was founded in 
2015, has about 48,000 members and 
120 chapters across the US, according 
to a spokesperson. 

Many of the newly armed 
women say that having a firearm allows 
them to take their safety into their own 
hands. Black women_ experience 
domestic violence and other violent 
crime at disproportionately higher rates 
than White women. The murder rate for 
Black women is more than double the 
rate for White women in the US, 
according to a report from the Violence 
Policy Center. Black people are twice as 
likely to be killed by police and 
homicides involving Black victims are 
less likely to be solved. 

That bleak picture has likely 
played a role in a surge in firearms 
purchases. 

An estimated 3 million more 
people purchased firearms in 2020, and 
nearly 1.5 million more people became 
new gun owners over that period, 
according to the National Firearms 
Survey. Nearly half of the new gun 
owners were women and a fifth of those 
were Black, according to the survey. A 
survey by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, an industry trade group, 
found that 87% of sellers reported an 
increase in Black women purchasers in 
the first half of 2021. 

But the trend is concerning to 
public health and law enforcement 
Officials. There are 393 million guns in 
the US and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention considers gun 
violence a “serious public health threat.” 
US gun deaths rose 35% in 2020 — 
exceeding the worst levels recorded in 
the 1990s—with the biggest increase in 
firearm homicides among Black people, 
according to CDC data. 

The increase in gun ownership 
has also coincided with an increase in 
gun violence, and turned into a political 
issue as mayors and other officials 
struggle to find solutions. The issue was 
brought to the fore recently when the 
home of Los Angeles mayoral candidate 
U.S. House Representative Karen Bass 
was broken into. 

The intruders took two firearms 
from Bass’s home. It was 
counterintuitive to some that the long- 
time Democratic congresswoman would 
own firearms. But Bass has been a gun 
owner for decades, first learning to 
handle firearms as a community 
organizer in the 1970s. 


Bass, who declined = an 
interview request for this story said, 
“unfortunately, it’s something that far too 
many Angelenos have faced.” She has 
repeatedly defended her handling of the 
guns, saying they were “safely and 
securely” stored. Two men have been 
arrested in the case. -- Bloomberg 
October 6, 202 


Say What? BLM Founder 
Allegedly Spent Thousands In 
Backyard Renovations For 
Her $1.4M Home 


According to a new article by 
The New York Post, Black Lives Matter 
co-founder Patrisse Cullors has 
allegedly spent thousands of dollars on 
renovating the backyard at her $1.4 
million home in Los Angeles. Updates 
include the construction of a plunge pool 
as well as a backyard sauna. 

The former leader of BLM 
Global Network Foundation, who 
stepped down last year after allegations 
of misappropriating funds, also added a 
play area for her son. The Los Angeles 
home is a 2,580-square foot three- 
bedroom, three-bathroom home 
property in the Topanga Canyon region. 

Last month, Shalomyah 
Bowers—who emerged as _ the 
foundation’s new leader in April—was 
accused of using $10 million in donor 
money to pay his privately owned 
Bowers Consulting Firm. 

In 2021, it was disclosed that 
the organization had “secretly” 
purchased a $6 million mansion. 
Cullors has said that the property 
wasn’t purchased for personal use but 
as an organizer and artist compound. 
However, she did admit to using it at 
least twice for her own personal 
reasons. — The Root October 10, 2022 


Ban on guns with serial 
numbers removed is 


unconstitutional -U.S. judge 

A federal judge in West 
Virginia has ruled that a federal ban on 
possessing a gun with its serial number 
removed is unconstitutional, the first 
such ruling since the U.S. Supreme 
Court expanded gun rights in June. 

U.S. District Judge Joseph 
Goodwin in Charleston on Wednesday 
found that the law was not consistent 
with the United States' "historical 
tradition of firearm regulation,” the new 
standard laid out by the Supreme Court 
in its landmark ruling. 

The decision came in a 
criminal case charging a man, Randy 
Price, with illegally possessing a gun 
with the serial number removed that was 


found in his car. The judge dismissed 
that charge, though Price is still charged 
with illegally possessing the gun after 
being convicted of previous felonies. 
The federal law in question 
prohibits anyone from transporting a 
gun with the serial number removed 
across state lines, or from possessing 
such a gun if it has ever been 
transported across state lines. 
Serial numbers, first required 
by the federal Gun Control Act of 1968, 
are intended to prevent illegal gun sales 
and make it easier to solve crimes by 
allowing individual guns to be traced. 
Price argued that the law is 
unconstitutional in light of the Supreme 
Court's June 24 ruling in New York State 
Rifle & Pistol Association Inc v. Bruen. 
That ruling held that under the Second 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the 
government cannot restrict the right to 
possess firearms unless the restriction 
is consistent with historical tradition. 
Bruen said serial numbers 
were not required when the Second 
Amendment was adopted in 1791, and 
were not widely used until 1968, putting 
them outside that tradition. -- 
Reuters October 13, 2022 


What comes after Abrams 
tanks? The Army is working 
on possibilities 

The Army is evaluating what it 
will need beyond the latest version of the 
M1 Abrams tank. 

“Its time to look at what 
happens after SEPV4, [the latest 
version of the Abrams tank, to be 
delivered next spring]. Maj. Gen. Glenn 
Dean, the service’s officer for ground 
combat systems, told Defense News. 

The new NGCV _ cross- 
functional team lead, Brig. Gen. 
Geoffrey Norman, spent the last seven 
months in Poland with the 1st Infantry 
Division. 

Weight is a major inhibitor of 
mobility, Norman’ said. “We are 
consistently looking at ways to drive 
down the main battle tank’s weight to 
ensure we can present multiple 
dilemmas to the adversary by being 
unpredictable in where we can go and 
how we can get there,” he said. 

The Army is_ shaping _ its 
recommendations for new requirements 
“as new facts come into focus” gained 
from Ukraine or other battlegrounds. 

Dean noted that funding would 
likely not appear in a budget cycle until 
fiscal 2025 at the earliest. 

General Dynamic Land 
Systems, which manufactures the 
Abrams tank, is bringing what it’s calling 
AbramsX to AUSA this year. AbramsX is 


a technology demonstrator with reduced 
weight and the same range as the 
current tank with 50% less _ fuel 
consumption, the company told Defense 
News. 

The AbramsX has a _ hybrid 
power pack that enables silent watch 
capability and “some silent mobility,” 
which means it can run certain systems 
on the vehicle without running loud 
engines. 

Norman said the war in 
Ukraine has shown the tank remains 
needed. 
. Tanks are in certain instances 
vulnerable, but trucks are even more 
vulnerable and soldiers without any 
protection are the most vulnerable,” 
Norman said. “So what we need to do is 
not figure out what we’re going to do 
without tanks, without Bradley [Infantry 
Fighting Vehicles] or without armored 
fighting vehicles, but figure out how to 
best protect them and give them the 
best mobility possible to present those 
strategic and operational and tactical 
dilemmas to our adversaries.” -- 
Defense News October 14, 2022 


What is Fog Reveal? A legal 
scholar explains the app some 
police forces are using to 


track people without a warrant 
By Anne Toomey McKenna, Visiting 
Professor of Law, University of 
Richmond 

Government agencies and 
private security companies have found a 
cost-effective way to engage in 
warrantless surveillance of individuals, 
groups and places: a pay-for-access 
web tool called Fog Reveal. 

The tool enables law 
enforcement officers to see “patterns of 
life’ — where and when people work and 
live, with whom they associate and what 
places they visit. The tool’s maker, Fog 
Data Science, claims to have billions of 
data points from over 250 million U.S. 
mobile devices. 

The Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, a nonprofit that advocates 
for online civil liberties, found that Fog 
Reveal enables law enforcement and 
private companies to identify and track 


NJM, P.O. Box 10176, Trenton New Jersey 08650 
ISSN 1523-4657 
Back issues, from 1995 to date, can be found online. Just go 
to https://archive.org/ Select search metadata, and enter Name 
New Jersey Militia. Or do a google search for “New Jersey 
Militia Newsletter”. So, grab the PDFs and pass them around 
via email. 


people and monitor specific places and 
events, like rallies, protests, places of 
worship and health care clinics. The 
Associated Press found that nearly two 
dozen government agencies across the 
country have contracted with Fog Data 
Science to use the tool. 

A problematic difference 
between data privacy law and electronic 
surveillance law creates a_ sort of 
loophole, permitting enormous 
quantities of personal data to be 
aggregated and used in ways that are 
not transparent to most persons. 

Ever-advancing technologies 
in smart devices collect vast amounts of 
intimate data. Without meaningful 
choice or control on the user’s part, 
smart device and app makers collect, 
use and sell that data. It is a legal 
dilemma _ that threatens _ individual 
privacy and liberty, and it is a problem | 
have worked on for years. 

Fog Reveal enables tracking 
and monitoring of people on a massive 
scale without court oversight or public 
transparency. 

Every smartphone has an 
advertising ID — a series of numbers that 
uniquely identifies the device. 
Supposedly, advertising IDs are not 
linked directly to the subscriber's name. 
In reality, that may not be the case. 

GPS __ capabilities provide 
detailed location data, and advertising 
IDs, so that wherever a smartphone 
goes and any time a user downloads an 
app or visits a website, it creates a trail. 
While advertising IDs do not contain the 
name of the phone’s user, they can 
easily be traced to homes and 
workplaces to help police identify the 
user and_ establish _ pattern-of-life 
analyses. 

Despite Supreme Court rulings 
requiring a warrant for law enforcement 
to use GPS and cell site data to track 
persons — it is not clear whether law 
enforcement use of Fog Reveal is 
unlawful. 

Once someone clicks “I agree” 
on a pop-up box, there are few 
limitations on private entities’ collection, 
use and aggregation of user data, 
including location data. This is the 


loophole between data privacy and 
electronic surveillance law protections. 

But this could change if the 
American Data Privacy Protection Act, 
approved by the U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on July 20, 2022, 
passes. 

The app industry is strongly 
resisting any curtailment of its data 
collection practices, and some states 
are resisting ADPPA’s _ federal 
preemption provision, which could 
minimize the protections afforded via 
state data privacy laws. For example, 
Nancy Pelosi, speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, has said 
lawmakers will need to address 
concerns from California that the bill 
overrides the state’s stronger 
protections before she will call for a vote 
on ADPPA. 

The stakes are high. Recent 
law enforcement investigations highlight 
the real-world consequences that flow 
from the lack of robust data privacy 
protection.. 

This article is republished by 
Yahoo News Oct. 17, 2022 from The 
Conversation, aa news site dedicated to 
sharing ideas from academic experts. 

Ed. : According to the 
American Bar Association website It is 
“unlikely that the House or Senate will 
have time to formally consider the 
proposal before the conclusion of the 
117th Congress on January 3, 2023.” 


Texas State Police Fire First 
Officer Over Uvalde School 
Shooting 


The Texas Department of 
Public Safety fired the first member of 
the state police force in response to the 
May attack at Robb Elementary where a 
gunman with an AR-15-style rifle killed 
19 children and two teachers. 

State Sen. Roland Gutierrez 
whose district includes Uvalde said 
“Ninety more to go, plus the DPS 
director.”. 

-- AP Oct 22, 2022 
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